
LESSON 2: Classroom Community

Lead Teacher: Jules Edelmann
Unit Title: Discovering Community
Lesson Title: Classroom Community
Grade Level: 6-12
Number of students: 13

I. UNIT OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

Community is a part of the human experience that shapes us and allows us to grow. Community
exists in many different ways. By evaluating and understanding where and how we exist in these
communities, this camp will allow students to begin to understand the role they play in their
communities, and how they can affect change and demonstrate inclusiveness through artmaking.
As young adults, and the next generation of decision makers, students will begin to unpack what
community means to them.

II. LESSON OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

The purpose of this lesson is to expand on student’s understanding of community and their
experiences with it. In the first lesson, we began by defining community, looking at two
definitions: a group of people who live in the same place and a group of people who share
common interests or characteristics. This lesson will focus on building a community, specifically
a classroom community. A classroom community is important in creating a safe space where
students feel comfortable sharing their personal experiences as well as their artwork.

The objective of this lesson is to begin to build a strong classroom community. Students will be
asked to fill out a questionnaire ahead of time, answering simple questions about their interests,
things they like, fun get to know you questions, etc. *(listed below). This questionnaire will
allow each student to get to know another classmate, and during the time allowed for sharing,
they will be able to learn more about all of their classmates.

III. ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
- How can we build a community?
- How does getting to know our peers build a community?
- Does a community have to meet certain requirements to be a “community”?
- Can a community be a diverse group of people, who may only have a few things in

common?



IV. LEARNER OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES

Students will begin to get to know their peers, and begin building a classroom community. They
will understand the importance of a classroom community, and how it can contribute to art
making. Students will have freedom to use the supplies they wish, but also will be encouraged to
try new things that they might not have experience with. They will be introduced to portraiture
(if they have not been already), learn about different portrait artists, and about different ways
they can create a portrait.

V. NATIONAL ART STANDARDS

- VA:Cr1.12.la: Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present-day life using a
contemporary practice of art and design.

- VA:Cn10.1.8a: Make art collaboratively to reflect on and reinforce positive aspects of
group identity.

- VA:Cr.1.1.8a: Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to pursue
ideas, forms, and meanings that emerge in the process of artmaking or designing.

VI. PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS

- 9.1.8E: Communicate a unifying theme or point of view through the production of works
in the arts.

- 9.1.8K: Incorporate specific uses of traditional and contemporary technologies within the
design for producing, performing and exhibiting works in the arts or the works of others.

- 9.1.8B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and
principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts.



VII. ART/ARTISTS OF RELEVANCE

KEHINDE WILEY

ALEXANDER I, EMPEROR OF RUSSIA , 2013
Portrait of Marcus Stokes , 2018

Sophie Arnould , 2009

http://www.artnet.com/artists/kehinde-wiley/5

http://www.artnet.com/artists/kehinde-wiley/5


ELIZABETH PEYTON

David Bowie, 2016 Flower Ben, 2003

Elliott , 1999

http://www.artnet.com/artists/elizabeth-peyton/

http://www.artnet.com/artists/elizabeth-peyton/


CHUCK CLOSE

Chuck Close, Self-Portrait IV (Small), 2015,

Chuck Close, Shirley, 2007, oil on canvas,

Self-Portrait/58,424, 1973

https://www.pacegallery.com/exhibitions/chuck-close-7/
http://chuckclose.com/work034.html

https://www.pacegallery.com/exhibitions/chuck-close-7/
http://chuckclose.com/work034.html


VIII. PREREQUISITES

- Critical thinking skills
- Follow directions
- Work independently
- Creative problem solving

IX. INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

- Math: Students may choose to use a grid or measurements to create their portrait.

- Language Arts: Students will evaluate what a classroom community means.

- Social Studies: Students will continue to think about different types of communities.
Building off of what they learned last lesson, they will be prompted to explore the idea of
a classroom community. They will also be asked to evaluate experiences they have had in
their life, such as travels, needs vs. wants.

- Reading: Students will be asked to read and respond to a questionnaire. Students will
also be asked to read slides presented during the lesson about artists of relevance and
what portraiture is.

- Writing: Students will write answers to a series of questions. They may also choose to
use writing in their artworks if they believe they can use words to express an idea.

X. MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON

Students will have free choice of materials for this lesson. They can use any materials they feel
comfortable with, would like to explore, or believe would be successful in creating their portrait.
These materials may include:

- Painting paper
- Newsprint
- Acrylic paint
- Watercolors
- Brushes
- Markers
- Glue
- Collage materials
- Drawing tools



XI. SAFETY HAZARDS
XII. TEACHER ACTIONS/EXPECTED LEARNER ACTIONS

Time Teacher Actions Expected Learner Actions

10:00-10:10 - Greet students
- Confirm if students have

filled out the pre-class
questionnaire

- Answer student questions
from last class

- Encourage students to
have cameras on

- Confirm if they have or
have not filled out the
questionnaire

- Ask questions
- Speak freely and

respond but be
respectful of other
students

10:10-10:20 - Allow students who have
not filled out questionnaire
to do so

- Encourage other students
to gather supplies or
sketch while they wait

- Organize questionnaire
answers and assign to
students

- Answer student questions

- Fill out questionnaire if
they haven’t

- Gather materials
- Sketch
- Ask questions

10:20-10:30 - Explain portrait project
- Encourage students to take

on this project in any way
they want; abstract,
representational, does not
have to be a face, can be a
drawing or painting of
objects

- Assign students the
questionnaire answers of
the peer they will be
creating a portrait of

- Answer student questions

- Ask questions about
portraits/clarify question
answers

10:30-11:10 - Allow students to read
over their peer’s question
responses

- Allow students time to
create their portrait

- Answer student questions

- Read their peer’s
question responses and
begin their portrait
project

- Ask questions
- Freely talk in the chat



11:10-11:25 - Ask students to share their
work, but not share the
answers they based it off
of

- Ask other students to
respond

- Encourage students to
listen and guess if they
believe the portrait is
about them

- Share work
- Respond to other

student’s work
- Be respectful of

classmates

11:25-11:30 - Ask students to clean up
- Explain what students

should expect for next
week

- Answer any remaining
questions

- Clean up
- Ask any remaining

questions

XIII. ENDING THE LESSON

Students will clean up supplies and share their work. Students will have the opportunity to
respond to their classmate’s work, and think about who it could be about. This lesson should give
the students the opportunity to learn more about each other, and hopefully create a stronger sense
of class community. Teacher will review portraiture, as well as thoughts about how it is
important to get to know your peers, and how it will lead to successful lessons later in the unit.

XIV. TRANSITION TO NEXT LESSON

Now that students have learned how to define community, and began to think about the
classroom as a community, we will continue to expand on these ideas. Our next project will be a
mural design. The proposed mural would be installed in State College, so students will be asked
to think about what they want to say to their community. The mural can be something that
represents something in their community, something that they wish existed in their community,
or a prompt to a dialogue they wish to start in their community.



QUESTIONNAIRE QUESTIONS:

1. Preferred name
2. Preferred pronouns
3. Favorite food?
4. Favorite color?
5. Favorite hobby?
6. Favorite place you have visited?
7. Are you outgoing or more shy?
8. How would your friends and family describe you?
9. What would you like to do as a job?
10. How many languages do you speak?
11. What makes you laugh the most?
12. If you could do anything you want for one day, what would you do?
13. What would you do if you won the lottery?
14. Aside from necessities, what’s one thing you could not go a day without?
15. What would your superpower be?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpJQQhqtJgCaiVO8yKJnF4KiuxPShygHDrLVC4
1x4FVJ26OA/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpJQQhqtJgCaiVO8yKJnF4KiuxPShygHDrLVC41x4FVJ26OA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpJQQhqtJgCaiVO8yKJnF4KiuxPShygHDrLVC41x4FVJ26OA/viewform

