
LESSON 8: Leaving an Impression on Your Community

Lead Teacher: Jules Edelmann
Unit Title: Discovering Community
Lesson Title: How do we exist in our communities?
Grade Level: 6-12
Number of students: 13

I. UNIT OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

Community is a part of the human experience that shapes us and allows us to grow. Community
exists in many different ways. By evaluating and understanding where and how we exist in these
communities, this unit will allow students to begin to understand the role they play in their
communities, and how they can affect change and demonstrate inclusiveness through artmaking.
As young adults, and the next generation of decision makers, students will begin to unpack what
community means to them.

II. LESSON OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

As the final lesson in this unit, students will evaluate the role they play in each of their
communities. Students will create cylinder seals to tell a story about their personal identity.
Cylinder seals were created by the ancient Sumerians to create an artistic “signature.” A cylinder
seal is something that can be used over and over again, much like a stamp or a seal that would be
put on a letter, and is used to identify someone.

Throughout the unit, students have explored different types of communities and ideas related to
community. Personal identity is shaped by our experiences, and our communities play a large
role in this. Students will think about what role they play, what they contribute, and how their
communities have helped them develop and discover their personal identity. Students are
encouraged to look at this project as a culmination of all the aspects of communities they have
learned. They should consider all of the communities they are a part of, and how they fit
together.
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a
/cylinder-seals

III. ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

- What roles do we play in our communities?
- How have our communities helped to form our personal identities?

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/cylinder-seals
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/cylinder-seals


IV. LEARNER OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES

Students will learn about cylinder seals and the idea of creating an artistic signature. They will
evaluate how their communities have shaped their personal identities, and reflect on what they
have learned about communities throughout this unit.

V. NATIONAL ART STANDARDS

- VA:Cn11.1.la: Describe how knowledge of culture, traditions, and history may influence
personal responses to art.

- VA:Re.7.1.la: Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and understanding of
human experiences.

- VA:Cr2.1.8a: Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to pursue
ideas, forms, and meanings that emerge in the process of art- making or designing.

VI. PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS

- 9.2.8.E: Analyze how historical events and culture impact forms, techniques and
purposes of works in the arts.

- 9.1.8.E: Communicate a unifying theme or point of view through the production of works
in the arts.

VII. ART/ARTISTS OF RELEVANCE

Jemdet Nasr period cuneiform tablet, Mesopotamia (probably from Uruk), ca. 3100–2900 B.C



Akkadian period Cylinder Seal, Mesopotamia, ca. 2350–2150 B.C.

Sumerian cylinder seal, Presentation before a god, 2112-2004 B.C.E.

https://artclasscurator.com/sumer-cylinder-seal-lesson/

https://artclasscurator.com/sumer-cylinder-seal-lesson/


Cylinder seal and modern impression: male worshiper, dog surmounted by a standard, ca. mid-2nd
millennium B.C. Mesopotamia. Carnelian, H. 1 x Diam. 3/8  in. (2.46 x 0.95 cm). The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York, Gift of The Right Reverend Paul Moore Jr., 1985 (1985.357.44)

From left to right: Seal ring with inscription, late 15th–early 16th century. Attributed to Iran or Central
Asia. Gold, cast and chased; nephrite, carved. H. 1 3/8 x Diam. 1 in. (3.5 x 2.5 cm). The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York, Rogers Fund, 1912 (12.224.6). Seal, 14th century. French or Italian.
Champlevé enamel, copper-gilt. 2 1/8 x 1 1/8 x 1 1/4 in. (5.2 x2.9x3.2 cm). The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York, Gift of J. Pierpont Morgan, 1917 (17.190.797). Jacob Boelen (ca.
1657–1729). Seal, ca. 1704. American. Silver, wood, 1 3/4 x 1 1/2 x 2 7/8 in. (4.3 x 3.8 x 7.3 cm); 1
oz. 11 dwt. (48.9 g). The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Bequest of A. T. Clearwater, 1933;
in cooperation with the Town of Marbletown, Ulster county, N.Y. (33.120.375)

https://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/metkids/2018/cylinder-seals-tiny-treasures-that-leave-a-big-impre
ssion

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/327226
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/446273
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/464660
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/7364
https://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/metkids/2018/cylinder-seals-tiny-treasures-that-leave-a-big-impression
https://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/metkids/2018/cylinder-seals-tiny-treasures-that-leave-a-big-impression


VIII. PREREQUISITES

- Critical thinking skills
- Following directions
- Working independently

IX. INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

- Social Studies: Students will learn about ancient Sumerian cylinder seals, and what they
were used for. They will continue thinking about the communities they are a part of, what
these look like, and the roles of different members, specifically themselves.

- Language Arts: Students will be provided with information to read about the ancient
Sumerians from the Khan Academy. They may choose to develop a story to represent on
their cylinder seal, that tells about their experiences within their communities.

- Writing: Students have the option to include writing on their cylinder seal. Writing may
allow students to tell their story with more detail or context.

- Math: Students have limited space on their cylinder seal. They may have to measure or
plan how they will use that space efficiently. They will be encouraged to divide the space
into sections or panels.

X. MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON

- Air dry modeling clay
- Push pins, pencils, sewing needles, chopsticks, kitchen utensils (forks, spoons, wooden

spatulas)
- Any tool that they can carve with, found objects

- Clay tools (if accessible)

XI. SAFETY HAZARDS

There are no expected safety hazards for this lesson. If students choose to use sharp objects to
carve out their clay (needles, push pins, etc.), they are encouraged to be aware of their hand
placement so as to not prick themselves. Students will also be encouraged to be mindful of the
clay, and avoid getting it on the carpet or on fabric.



XII. TEACHER ACTIONS/EXPECTED LEARNER ACTIONS

Time Teacher Actions Expected Learner Actions

10:00-10:10 - Greet students
- Check-in with students if

they missed the prior lesson,
direct them to the YouTube
video

- Encourage students to share
their work from the previous
classes if they did not have
the opportunity

- Remind students that this is
the last class

- Tell students the materials
they need for the lesson

- Ask questions
- Speak freely and respond but

be respectful of other
students

- Share work
- Comment positively on

other’s work
- Gather materials

10:10-10:20 - In progress critique of work
- Review proper critique

etiquette
- Compliment,

suggestion,
compliment

- Ask students to share what
they have made from the last
three lessons

- Ask students to share
successes in their projects, as
well as any questions they
may have or feedback they
want from their peers

- Share work, as well as any
issues they have had, or
remaining questions about
any of the projects

- Comment on their peers
work

10:20-10:35 - Introduce Sumerian cylinder
seals

- History, examples
- Introduce idea of an artistic

signature
- Introduce project
- Answer student questions
- https://www.khanacademy.or

g/humanities/ancient-art-civi

- Engage in the material being
presented

- Ask questions

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/cylinder-seals
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/cylinder-seals


lizations/ancient-near-east1/s
umerian/a/cylinder-seals

10:40-11:20 - Encourage students to look
up other examples of
cylinder seals if they want
more ideas

- Ask students to think about
the roles they play in their
communities

- Allow students time to work
independently

- Questions, share ideas with
the class

- Work independently
- Do independent or

collaborative research
- Ask questions in the chat or

out loud
- Collaborate with other

students

11:20-11:30 - Ask students to share their
work

- Link Google form
- Review what students have

learned in this unit
- Initiate conversation

about what students
found exciting about
the unit

- Ask students to clean up
- Answer remaining student

questions

- Share work if desired
- Clean up
- Ask any remaining questions

XIII. ENDING THE LESSON

Teacher will review what students have learned in this lesson about ancient Sumerian cylinder
seals, as well as an artistic signature. Teacher will then review the overarching themes of
community that students have explored throughout the unit, and ask students questions about
their favorite lessons and what they have learned. Students will be encouraged to continue
thinking about their communities as they move forward, and how they can use their experiences
as ideas for artmaking.

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/cylinder-seals
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/cylinder-seals


RESOURCES

- https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/su
merian/a/cylinder-seals

- https://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/metkids/2018/cylinder-seals-tiny-treasures-that-leave-a-bi
g-impression

- https://artclasscurator.com/sumer-cylinder-seal-lesson/

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/cylinder-seals
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/cylinder-seals
https://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/metkids/2018/cylinder-seals-tiny-treasures-that-leave-a-big-impression
https://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/metkids/2018/cylinder-seals-tiny-treasures-that-leave-a-big-impression
https://artclasscurator.com/sumer-cylinder-seal-lesson/



