
DISCOVERING COMMUNITY:
SATURDAY ART SCHOOL 2021

6-12

In this unit, 6-12 students had the opportunity to explore different

aspects and themes surrounding the idea of community in an eight-week

art camp.  

UNIT RATIONALE:
COMMUNITY IS A PART OF THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE THAT SHAPES US AND

ALLOWS US TO GROW. COMMUNITY, IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER, LOOKS
DIFFERENT TO EVERYONE. BY EVALUATING AND UNDERSTANDING WHERE AND

HOW WE EXIST IN THESE COMMUNITIES, THIS CAMP WILL ALLOW STUDENTS
TO BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND THE ROLE THEY PLAY IN THEIR COMMUNITIES, AND

HOW THEY CAN AFFECT CHANGE AND DEMONSTRATE INCLUSIVENESS
THROUGH ARTMAKING. AS YOUNG ADULTS, AND THE NEXT GENERATION OF
DECISION MAKERS, STUDENTS WILL BEGIN TO UNPACK WHAT COMMUNITY

MEANS TO THEM.
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The following shows documentation of the lessons included within this

unit.  Students began by simply defining the word community, and

continued to explore these ideas in more complex and thoughtful way. 



The objective of this lesson is to simply introduce students to the idea of community, and how
we can respond to it through art making. By defining the word, we will be able to expand our

thinking about the idea. They will also learn skills about using charcoal and collage. 

In this lesson, students will respond to the definition of community through drawing and
writing. The purpose of this lesson is to simply define what the word “community” means, and

use it as a starting point for the unit. By learning about different types of communities,
students will begin to think about which communities they are a part of.

LESSON 1: DEFINING COMMUNITY
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH, 2021 

 
Students were introduced
to two basic definitions of
the word community. They
were then tasked to do a
series of timed drawings

related to each definition,
using charcoal and

newsprint. They were
encouraged to take notes,

sketch, use
representational or

abstract images, and think
about different ways they

can represent the
communities they are a

part of.  

 
The first part of the lesson, doing the charcoal drawings, served as a warmup. We ran into a few
issues at the beginning, with the newsprint being too small. Some students also expressed that

they had a difficult time coming up with ideas during the short amount of time, and that the
charcoal was too messy. Some students chose to use other drawing materials, such as pens,
markers, and pencils. I encouraged students to think broadly about the definitions they were

provided with, and not get too hung up on creating perfectly rendered drawings.  

 
Definitions of community:

 1. a group of people living in the same place, 2. a group of people with shared interests or
characteristics

 
 



 
The second part of the lesson allowed students to use the drawings they had made to create a
collage, which served as a compilation of the aspects of the communities they had identified.

 
Students expressed that they enjoyed the collage portion of the lesson more than the drawing
portion. They had freedom over what materials they would like to use to add color and other

elements to the collage. Some of the materials students shared that they used were:
 

Watercolors
Acrylic paint

Alcohol based markers
Magazines

 
Being that this was the first lesson of the unit, I was excited and nervous to meet my students

virtually. I was expecting students to be more quiet and reserved for the first class, which
ended up being true. We started off by introducing ourselves, but the rest of the time students
mainly worked independently without much engagement. Few students wanted to share their

work with the class. While I was a little disappointed, I was hopeful that students would begin to
warm up throughout the rest of the unit. 

 
 



The purpose of this lesson is to expand on student’s understanding of community and their
experiences with it. In the first lesson, we began by defining community, looking at two definitions: a
group of people who live in the same place and a group of people who share common interests or

characteristics. This lesson will focus on building a community, specifically a classroom community. A
classroom community is important in creating a safe space where students feel comfortable sharing

their personal experiences as well as their artwork.
 

The objective of this lesson is to begin to build a strong classroom community. Students will be asked to
fill out a questionnaire ahead of time, answering simple questions about their interests, things they like,

fun get to know you questions, etc. This questionnaire will allow each student to get to know another
classmate, and during the time allowed for sharing, they will be able to learn more about all of their

classmates.
 
 

 
 

LESSON 2: CLASSROOM COMMUNITY 
SATURDAY, MARCH 6TH, 2021 

 
I was extremely excited for this lesson,

as I hoped that working to build a
classroom community would be

essential in moving forward with the rest
of the unit. Students were tasked with

creating a portrait of one of their peers,
using answers from a questionnaire and

appearance if the student had their
camera on.  Students had freedom to

choose the materials they used for this
project, and could make a

representational or abstract portrait.

 
At the beginning, we experienced some technical

difficulties. Some students had not filled in the
questionnaire, so I had to alot more time than

expected for students to fill it out and then record
their answers. I then had to sort students into pairs
and share their partners answers. This was much

more difficult than I had expected. 



 
Students seemed excited to create the
portraits. They were all engaged and
worked the entire class, even though

they had less time due to the
technology issues. As time went on,

students became more engaged with
each other. They began asking

questions to their partners that were
not included on the questionnaire.

Students asked about favorite colors,
what color their partners eyes were,

what music and shows they liked, and
if they liked nature or not. It was
exciting to see students take the

lesson a step further and make an
effort to get to know their classmates.
I believe the lesson was successful for

this reason, as the purpose was to
build a stronger classroom

community. 

 
I was slightly worried about

sending the students answers
in the main chat, but after

asking students if they were
comfortable with that, no one
had an issue. Once all of the
students were paired up, we

began to work on our
portraits. If this lesson were to

occur in person, I believe it
may have been more

successful since students
could fill out the

questionnaire in person and
everyone would be able to

see each other. 

 
Some students created abstract portraits, others

created more realistic, and one student combined
the two by drawing his partner as a tiger! He

asked advice on how to draw fur, and the drawing
ended up being a beautiful portrait of the

studen's face morphed into a tiger head. At one
point, a student expressed that she had messed
up her portrait, and shared it with the class. Her
partner reassured her that she was doing a good

job, and the student seemed excited and
motivated to keep working. Many students were
excited to share their work with the class, but we
ended up running out of time for all the students
to share. I was encouraged at the end because I
felt like the lesson allowed the students to really

get to know each other better. 



As students continue to expand their understanding of community, they will start to think about how
they exist in their community. One of the definitions of community introduced in the first lesson was a
group of people who live in the same place. In this lesson, students will focus on the community in which

they live. They will be asked to think about what their community looks like, who lives there, issues
within the community, and how art could be a solution to these issues, or start conversations within the

community. Students will be prompted to think about political, social, and environmental issues they
have seen or experienced in their community. 

 
By thinking about these questions, students have the opportunity to thoughtfully examine their

community. Using the answers and ideas they come up with, they will create a mural design that could
be used to speak to their community about an issue

 
 
 

 
 

LESSON 3: COMMUNITY MURALS
SATURDAY, MARCH 13TH, 2021 

 
At the beginning of the unit, one student
asked if we were going to explore both

the good and bad aspects of their
communities. This lesson allowed

students to think about issues they see in
their communities and how they as artists

can use murals to comment on these
issues. The class started off with engaging

and fun chit chat about what students
had been up to that week, which set the

scene for the lesson. The class was
smaller this week due to spring break,
which I believe made students more
willing to talk out lot about what they
were working on. There was a lot of

collaboration among students during this
lesson, sharing ideas and advice as they

went about creating their mural designs. I
was very excited about their ideas and

what they created! 

 
Throughout the lesson, students bounced ideas off of each other. One student shared

that she was trying to paint neon, but she had messed up. Another student immediately
jumped in, sharing how he did and even shared an example. One student expressed that
he thought his idea might be weird, and shared it with the class, to which they responded
that they liked the idea, so he moved forward with it, changing it slightly halfway through
the class. Another student said she made hers off center, but decided she would make it
part of the composition. All of the students seemed engaged and interested in murals,

and talked about murals they had seen before in different places.  



 
Students had lots of ideas about issues they have seen within their community, and how

they can represent and comment on these issues through their art. The student who
created the mural design above wanted to talk about how all people are the same and

"share the same brains," but there is still inequality in the world, which is what the red line
represents. He asked to use a reference photo to make sure he got the sizing and shape
of the heads correct. He expressed that he wasn't super happy with how it turned out at

the end of class, but continued working on it throughout the week.
 

 Another student created a mural of "toxic flowers," and showed different types of flowers
that were wilted or dying. She wanted to comment on the beauty standards that women
face at all ages, and how they can be toxic and hurtful to one's self esteem. She used the

flowers to represent people. 
 

One student shared her mural design, and I thought her idea was very unique. She
painted a nature scene with animals. She wanted to comment on how animals are able to
coexist with each other peacefully, but humans are not able to the same, and how this is

an issue that she has seen in her community and around the world.  

 
It was very exciting to see the different

issues that students see in their
communities, and how they chose to

comment on them. Students used lots of
different materials in this lesson,

including watercolors, acrylic paint,
markers, charcoal, and pencils. I believe
that the collaboration in this lesson was
supported by the previous lesson, and
students felt more comfortable sharing

ideas with their peers. One student even
shared that he would be excited to create
a mural as a collaborative project with the

class if they had the opportunity to in
person. 



In this lesson, students will be introduced to textile art, specifically quilting and art made from fabric.
Quilting is an important historical tradition that has served a multitude of purposes. Quilts were

originally created for practical purposes, such as warmth and comfort, or as clothing. More recently,
quilting has become an aesthetic activity and artists are choosing to use it as their medium. Students
will tell a story using a quilt square. They will be prompted to think about comforts, or discomforts, in

their communities, and create a quilted work of art that tells a story about or represents that idea.
 
 
 

 
 

LESSON 4: COMMUNITY QUILT 
SATURDAY, MARCH 20TH, 2021 

 
I was slightly nervous about this

lesson, because I wasn't sure
what experience students had

with textiles or how comfortable
they would feel using fabric and
sewing. Immediately, students
began sharing how they had

interacted with these materials
and quilts in the past. Some

students talked about quilts their
grandmothers had made, and

another student shared that he
sewn before, and makes fabrics
dolls and clothes for them. This
was encouraging as I proceeded

with the lesson! 
 

Before we started making our quilt
squares, we talked about the history of

quilting and textile artwork. One student
asked about the history of quilts in

connection to the Underground Railroad.
We had a conversation about the stories of

houses hanging quilts outside to tell
people that it was safe to come in. It was
interesting to talk about the histories that

students had already learned about. As we
moved into the lesson, students asked

about different materials that they could
use, and one student asked if she was able

to use paper. I did not introduce this
option at the beginning, because I wanted
students to try using fabric, but I wanted

students to feel comfortable with the
project in whatever way they could. 



 
There were a few ups and downs during this lesson. One of the more common issues

was with sewing. One student was struggling with the thread, and it kept getting
tangled up. Another student used glue before he started sewing, and once the glue

had dried, was having a hard time getting the needle through. This was not something
that I had thought of, so we brainstormed together how he could solve this problem.
Students who used glue also had to wait for it to dry, so this took up some of the time
they had to create their quilt squares. One student asked if he could use a hair dryer
to make the glue dry faster, which I thought was a good idea, and was glad he shared

it with the rest of the class. Another issue was that the fabric was too small. Some
students opted to use multiple pieces of fabric, which I was excited about because it

looked more like an actual quilt, rather than just a quilt square.
 

Students seemed very engaged and worked hard during this lesson, and used the
opportunity to tell stories about their communities and their experiences. One student

shared her progress throughout the class, telling us how she was creating her quilt
square about the story of her life. Another student used her quilt to tell about her

interests and how they relate to her personality. She loves the Hunger Games book
series, and used a quote from the book to represent her "fiery personality." Another

student created a scene on his square of butterflies in someone's stomach. His
rationale was to represent the "feeling of discomfort." We had talked in the beginning

of class that quilts are mostly seen as an item that brings comfort, especially since they
are sometimes made by family members and given as gifts and used for warmth. We
also talked about how we could think of the discomforts in our communities, and this
student chose to create his quilt square using ideas about the discomforts he feels in

his communities.  
 
 



In this lesson, students will be introduced to the concept of “utopia”. The simple, most commonly
referenced definition of utopia is: a place of ideal perfection especially in laws, government, and social

conditions. As students have been learning about themes surrounding the idea of community, they will
be tasked to evaluate what aspects of community they see as ideal, and create a sculpture that

represents their own perfect community. They will be prompted to approach this project from multiple
angles, thinking about the businesses/organizations, policies/laws, social conditions, and aesthetic

qualities of which they would like to experience and interact with in their “utopian community”. This will
allow students to evaluate what they like and dislike in their existing communities, what they would like
to change, and what an ideal community looks like. These ideas build off of themes introduced in prior

lessons.
 
 
 

 
 

LESSON 5: UTOPIAN COMMUNITY 
SATURDAY, MARCH 27TH, 2021 

 
The idea of utopia seemed to be something that

a lot of students had heard of before, and we
started off the lesson with students sharing

books they had read and movies they had seen
about these types of cities or communities.
Students made great connections with their
English classes, and seemed excited to make

something sculptural, since we had mostly been
working in 2D up until this point. One student
showed the class a 3D house he had built, and

expressed interest in using his skills to create his
utopian community! 

 
Prior to this lesson, students had been asked to
spend some time gathering recycled materials

for the project. They came prepared with
cardboard, toilet paper tubes, paper scraps, and
other materials they had found. They also used

some of the fabric left over from the quilt
project, as well as glue, tape, and paint. One

student asked to use some of the clay that was
included in their art kits, and incorporated this

into her utopian community sculpture.  



 
Students got right to work using their materials to create their community.
They were asked to think about things that they would want to see if they
were to live in their version of a perfect community. Students asked lots of

questions during this process. One student asked if he could make his
small, while another made his out of a huge cardboard box. Another

student wanted to take the project in a more abstract route. She ended up
creating a beautiful sculpture that represented a community surrounded

by nature. She was eager to share her project, which included flowers
growing out of structures, and other plants and elements of nature

appeared throughout her piece. One student made a big structure that
showed a community about gaming, which is something he was really
interested in. It was interesting to see the different ways that students

interpreted the project.  

 
Overall, I believe that this was a successful lesson

that students were excited about. They all
seemed to work with the materials successfully

and wanted to share what they had created.
However, one student shared that he had trouble

keeping his structure together. He used tape
instead of glue, because that was all he had, and

it kept falling down. He said that he tried
reconstructing it in different ways to get it to

stand up, but was unsuccessful.  In the future, I
think it is important to be aware of what materials
students are using so that I could be able to help

them troubleshoot during the art making 
 process. It was very interesting to hear students
opinions on how they see a perfect community,

and how they may differ from each other.
Throughout the lesson, I made sure to remind

them that what they deem as perfect, may not be
what others see as perfect, and this is an

important thing to think about when exploring
what communities look like.  



In this lesson, students will focus on the idea of visual culture, specifically the idea of advertisements,
and how they can act as an art making medium. Visual culture is defined as “a way of studying a work

that uses art history, humanities, sciences, and social sciences. It is intertwined with everything that one
sees in his day to day life – advertising, landscape, buildings, photographs, movies, paintings, apparel –
anything within our culture that communicates through visual means. Students will be using digital art

making techniques for this lesson. 
 

The purpose of this lesson is for students to work with online creative tools, as well as begin to
understand the role and purpose of advertisements and how they are related to visual culture.

Students will continue to evaluate their communities, and have the freedom to create a group they
would be interested in participating in, such as a club or organization, and highlight what aspects of

that group would encourage others to join
 
 
 
 

 
 

LESSON 6: ADVERTISEMENTS 
SATURDAY, APRIL 3RD, 2021 

I was excited to explore another form of art
making with students this week: digital
media. Students were introduced to the

website Canva, which offers templates that
allow you to create just about anything.

Some students already had experience with
Canva, and it is very user friendly, so very
few students had trouble with in. To start
off, I showed students some examples of
advertisements, and how they may not
always be obvious as to what they are

marketing. We talked about visual culture,
and how it appears all around us. When we
got started, one student expressed she did

not want to use Canva, and opted for
another platform. 

I thought this was a very fun and engaging lesson.
Students shared about different interests they

had, and what they wanted to make their
advertisements about. We talked about different

aspects of our life, like being vegetarian and
cooking, and what languages we all spoke. It was
exciting to hear the students talk about their lives
outside of the classroom, and the skills they have

and the things they are interested in. This was
different from other lessons, becuase they had

more of an opportunity to talk about more
speciifc interests. 



One student created a creative club
that was open to anyone interested
in any creative activity. She explored
Canva to add animals and different
elements to her design. Once she

was finished with her advertisement
poster, she used another Canva
template to create a sticker that

members of her club would be able
to have! 

I think that students enjoyed this lesson, and
the opportunity to converse with their

classmates about different things they liked.
We ended up talking a lot about traveling and
other things we were interested in or wanted
to do. While there was a lot of conversation,
students stayed focused and most finished
their advertisements by the end of class. I

realized that there may have been too much
time for the lesson, and I could have created
another supplementary activity if students
finished early. However, the students who

did finish early ended up added second
pages to their advertisements. Students also
shared other resources with the rest of the
class. One student found a website where
you could create logos for free, which he

used for his advertisement. It is exciting  for
me to learn things from students, whether it
is about themselves or different artmaking

techniques they use that I did not know
about.



In this lesson, students will explore national and/or global communities, social justice, and activism. They
will be introduced to political/editorial cartoons, and create their own multiple or single panel cartoon,

commenting on a social justice issue. Students will choose a national or global social justice issue, and use
a cartoon to comment on or represent an aspect of that issue. Students will be introduced to the

seventeen sustainable development goals developed by the United Nations as a way to select an issue
that they would like to explore. Students will engage in activism through art making, and learn about how

cartoonists use their illustration skills to comment on issues they deem important, and create an
accessible medium for people to interact with and learn about current events.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LESSON 7: SOCIAL JUSTICE CARTOON 
SATURDAY, APRIL 10TH, 2021 

This was the lesson I was
both most excited and most

nervous for. I hoped that
students would explore
different global issues to

comment on, but I wanted to
make sure that everyone

remained respectful of theri
peers and that no one was
hurt or offended. It ended
up working out very well!

Students shared a lot during
this lesson, and we had

conversations about
different issues that

students found important. 

When I told students we would be talking about
global social issues and asked if they knew anything

about this topic, one student shared that she had
attended a climate change protest. The idea of

climate change and pollution ended up being a very
popular theme among students for their cartoons.
Students had the option to create panel cartoons,
single images, use digital elements, and use any
materials they wanted. Paper and pencil was a

common material that students chose, but others
used different things as well. A lot of students
shared their ideas throughout the class, and

bounced ideas off of each other. 



Students were very engaged during this lesson. They asked lots of questions about the
materials presented at the beginning of the class. I shared a photo of the UN's

sustainibility goals, and they asked questions about other things these goals were
related to and how they could apply them to their ideas. One student created a panel

cartoon (pictured on the last page), about how pollution would affect parks in the
future. She commented on how people should work to keep our parks clean, or it

would be harmful in the future. Another student shared her project midway through
class, and her drawing showed an injured class, and she wanted to comment on animal
cruelty. When we began the project, a student asked if he could draw "rat people taking
over a city." I loved this idea and thought it was extremely unique, and encouraged him

to move forward with it. He also commented on pollution, and made his cartoon a
satirical commentary on how if we don't take care of our cities, they could become
overrun with rats, and his drawing depicted rats in business suits. The photo above

shows a student's digital cartoon about capitalism and corporate greed. Another
student drew a man and a penguin to comment on climate change well.   

I was very excited about the
results of this lesson.

Students were extremely
respectful of each other and
most were willing to share
what they created and why
they chose that topic. The

class community continues
to grow, and I think that

students felt very
comfortable sharing with

their classmates. 



LESSON 8: LEAVING AN IMPRESSION

ON YOUR COMMUNITY 
SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH, 2021 

As the final lesson in this unit, students will evaluate the role they play in each of their communities.
Students will create cylinder seals to tell a story about their personal identity. Cylinder seals were

created by the ancient Sumerians to create an artistic “signature.” A cylinder seal is something that can
be used over and over again, much like a stamp or a seal that would be put on a letter, and is used to

identify someone. 
Throughout the unit, students have explored different types of communities and ideas related to

community. Personal identity is shaped by our experiences, and our communities play a large role in
this. Students will think about what role they play, what they contribute, and how their communities

have helped them develop and discover their personal identity. Students are encouraged to look at this
project as a culmination of all the aspects of communities they have learned. They should consider all

of the communities they are a part of, and how they fit together.
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I was sad as we entered in the final lesson of
Saturday School, but I was excited by everything my
students had made and the discussions that we had.

The last week, and the week before, we looked at
some of the work students had made over the

course of the unit. Students were very uplifting to
their peers, and gave positive feedback on

everyone's work. I wanted this lesson to be a
culmination of everything the students had learned

and thought about throughout the unit. They all
made very interesting and personal cylinder seals,
and it was exciting to hear them talk about them

with the rest of the class, explaining how they used
symbols to represent aspects of their lives, and how

these objects can exist as artifacts. 

We ran into a slight problem
at the beginning, when some
students said that their clay

was dried out. For some
students this was not an

issue, so we came up with
ideas on how to fix it, like

adding water. Another
student did not have her

clay, so we thought of
alternatives, and ended up
finding a salt dough recipe
that she could make with

ingredients she already had. 



We talked a lot about students personal experiences during this lesson. One student
shared that she had been bullied in the past because of things that she was interested

in. We had a conversation about how it is important to be authentic and not worry
about what people thing, but I understood that this hard in middle school, and that it
was a very difficult experience for her. Students also shared about their interests and

how they wanted to represent them on their cylinder seals. One student, who was
interested in art, dance, and theater, made a large triangle on his seal to represent

those three things. 
 

Another student took his project in a different direction, and made a sculpture of a
head, and put a stamp on the bottom. He then proceeded to put LED lights inside the
head and show the class. I find it interesting how students interpret ideas in different

ways, and use their creativity to create something unique and exciting. We also talked a
lot about ancient civilizations, and shared facts that we knew about different cultures.

This conversation stemmed from learning about the history of cylinder seals and
ancient Sumerian culture. 

Throughout the lesson, we ran into a few more
problems with the clay. Some students clay was

cracking as they tried to work with it, and they were
having a hard time carving into it, or it was getting

pushed up when they tried to alter it. Since I was not
there in person, it was difficult to figure out a

solution, but students seemed resourceful in making
it work. Another student shared a hack by using
tinfoil in the center of his seal to help shape it.

 
At the end of the lesson, I asked students to give me

feedback on the unit. I asked what they liked or
didn't like, or things they found difficult. They all said
that they enjoyed the unit, and shared their opinions

on different lessons. This was extremely helpful to
me, and I hope to teach these lessons in the future!


