
LESSON 5: Utopian Community

Lead Teacher: Jules Edelmann
Unit Title: Discovering Community
Lesson Title: Utopian Community
Grade Level: 6-12
Number of students: 13

I. UNIT OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

Community is a part of the human experience that shapes us and allows us to grow. Community
exists in many different ways. By evaluating and understanding where and how we exist in these
communities, this unit will allow students to begin to understand the role they play in their
communities, and how they can affect change and demonstrate inclusiveness through artmaking.
As young adults, and the next generation of decision makers, students will begin to unpack what
community means to them.

II. LESSON OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

In this lesson, students will be introduced to the concept of “utopia”. The simple, most
commonly referenced definition of utopia is: a place of ideal perfection especially in laws,
government, and social conditions. The idea of a utopian society was first introduced in the 1516
book titled Utopia by Sir Thomas Moore, in which More “compared social and economic
conditions in Europe with those of an ideal society on an imaginary island located off the coast
of the Americas. More wanted to imply that the perfect conditions on his fictional island could
never really exist, so he called it Utopia, a name he created by combining the Greek words ou
(meaning "no, not") and topos (meaning "place”)" (https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/utopia).

As students have been learning about themes surrounding the idea of community, they will be
tasked to evaluate what aspects of community they see as ideal, and create a sculpture that
represents their own perfect community. They will be prompted to approach this project from
multiple angles, thinking about the businesses/organizations, policies/laws, social conditions, and
aesthetic qualities of which they would like to experience and interact with in their “utopian
community”. This will allow students to evaluate what they like and dislike in their existing
communities, what they would like to change, and what an ideal community looks like. These
ideas build off of themes introduced in prior lessons.

Students will be introduced to sculpture using found objects and recycled materials, and artists
who use these materials in their own practice, as well as artists who use their work to speak to

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/utopia


their audiences about what they perceive as an ideal community. Using different recycled
objects, paint, glue, and other art materials, students will construct a scene that represents the
community, and world, in which they would like to live.

III. ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

- What does utopia mean?
- What aspects of your community do you perceive as perfect? Imperfect?
- What does a perfect community look like? What characteristics are portrayed?
- What does your perfect community look like aesthetically?
- Can utopian communities exist?
- What are the pros and cons of a utopian community?

IV. LEARNER OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES

Students will learn about the idea of “utopia,” as well as the advantages and disadvantages of this
idea. Students will be asked to evaluate their current communities, and think about both the
positives and negatives they see. Students will use recycled objects to create a sculpture that
features the aspects of a community they deem “ideal,” and how these can be represented.

V. NATIONAL ART STANDARDS

- VA:Re.7.1.8a: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture and
environment and impact the visual image that one conveys to others.

- VA:Cn.11.1.8a: Distinguish different ways art is used to represent, establish, reinforce,
and reflect group identity.

- VA:Re.8.1.7a: Interpret art by analyzing art- making approaches, the characteristics of
form and structure, relevant contextual information, subject matter, and use of media to
identify ideas and mood conveyed.

VI. PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS

- 9.1.8.K: Incorporate specific uses of traditional and contemporary technologies in
furthering knowledge and understanding in the humanities.

- 9.2.8.A: Explain the historical, cultural and social context of an individual work in the
arts.

- 9.1.8.E: Communicate a unifying theme or point of view through the production of works
in the arts.



VII. ART/ARTISTS OF RELEVANCE

YUKEN TERUYA

“Yuken Teruya is a Japanese born New York based artist who creates artworks based on
memories of his homeland Okinawa. His creations reflect on the untouched nature of his island,
which he recreates in his paper bags’ constellations and paper forest series…..The fascination

toward nature -that has been present since the origins of Mankind- is expressed here through the
use of discarded material, and this controversial choice creates a poetic yet twisted dynamic

within the artworks.”
http://www.pieroatchugarry.com/artists/yuken-teruya#:~:text=Yuken%20Teruya%20is%20a%20Japanese,constellations%20and%20paper%20forest%20series.

Yuken Teruya Golden Arch Parkway McDonald's (brown), 2005 Yuken Teruya Golden Arch Parkway McDonald's
paper, glue (Japanese), 2005
https://saatchigallery.com/artist/yuken_teruya https://saatchigallery.com/artist/yuken_teruya

ECO: Toilet Paper Roll Cut-Outs

https://inhabitat.com/eco-art-yuken-teruya-everyday-objects/

http://www.pieroatchugarry.com/artists/yuken-teruya#:~:text=Yuken%20Teruya%20is%20a%20Japanese,constellations%20and%20paper%20forest%20series
https://saatchigallery.com/artist/yuken_teruya
https://saatchigallery.com/artist/yuken_teruya
https://inhabitat.com/eco-art-yuken-teruya-everyday-objects/


ANA SERRANO

Ana Serrano is a first-generation Mexican American and is inspired by the intersection of her dual cultural identities.
She is best known for creating work that references the built environment using brightly-colored cardboard and

paper. While her work highlights the socio-cultural and architectural elements of urban life found in Latino
neighborhoods all across the US, she is very much inspired by her hometown of Los Angeles, California. She is

especially captivated with how residents alter and adorn their dwellings, as well as the connections between plant
life and man-made constructions.

https://www.anaserrano.com/

Lety y El Peluche, 2009

La Dolce Vita, 2009

No Trespassing, 2009

https://www.anaserrano.com/


ARCHITECTURE
https://architizer.com/blog/practice/details/modernist-utopian-architecture/#:~:text=Some%20uto

pian%20visions%20focused%20on,they%20could%20never%20be%20built.

Broadacre City, Frank Lloyd Wright

Drawing from Alpine Architecture, Bruno Taut

https://architizer.com/blog/practice/details/modernist-utopian-architecture/#:~:text=Some%20utopian%20visions%20focused%20on,they%20could%20never%20be%20built
https://architizer.com/blog/practice/details/modernist-utopian-architecture/#:~:text=Some%20utopian%20visions%20focused%20on,they%20could%20never%20be%20built


Left: “Glass Construction,” Right: “Glass House,” Hans Scharoun

“Utopia,” Abraham Ortelius



VIII. PREREQUISITES

- Critical thinking skills
- Follow directions
- Work independently
- Ability to plan and execute a sculptural project

IX. INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

- Math: Students will be constructing a sculpture, and it may require measuring and
evaluating how pieces fit together.

- Social Studies: Students will learn about the ideology of a “utopia.” This idea dates back
to the 1500’s and has been portrayed in art, literature, and culture throughout history. The
idea relates to many historical concepts, and has strong ties to the futurist movement and
the post-war period.

- Language Arts: Students will be introduced to the word “utopia,” and the definition of
the word. The book Utopia by Sir Thomas More will also be referenced, but students will
not be required to read the text.

- Writing: Students will be asked to write down aspects of their communities they deem
perfect, or imperfect, and narrow the list down to decide what aspects they want to
showcase in their sculptures.

X. MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON
- Recycled materials

- Shoeboxes, toilet paper/paper towel tubes, leftover cardboard, plastic or metal
drink containers, plastic bags, paper/magazines, etc.

- Scissors
- Glue/tape
- Acrylic paint, paintbrushes
- Markers (colored markers, sharpie, pens)

XI. SAFETY HAZARDS

This lesson requires cutting cardboard and paper. Since cardboard can be thicker, students are
encouraged to use caution when cutting. If students have access to and choose to use an exacto
knife, they should do so with caution and supervision. If students choose to paint, they should be
mindful of the area in which they choose to construct their project and use a protective covering.



XII. TEACHER ACTIONS/EXPECTED LEARNER ACTIONS

Time Teacher Actions Expected Learner Actions

10:00-10:10 - Greet students
- Check-in with students if

they missed the prior lesson,
direct them to the YouTube
video

- Encourage students to share
their work from the previous
classes if they did not have
the opportunity

- Tell students the materials
they need for the lesson

- Ask questions
- Speak freely and respond but

be respectful of other
students

- Share work
- Comment positively on

other’s work
- Gather materials

10:10-10:25 - Review what students have
learned thus far in the unit
about community

- Introduce the concept of
“utopia”

- Share powerpoint about what
a utopia is, what it
means/looks like, history of
the concept

- Introduce using found
objects as art making
materials

- Share artists of relevance
(artists using found objects,
futurist architecture)

- Answer student questions

- Think back on what they
have learned about
communities

- Engage with information
about utopian societies, take
notes if interested in learning
more about the concept
outside of class

- Ask questions

10:25-10:35 - Introduce project
- Ask students to brainstorm

(on a sheet of paper), what
aspects of their communities
they deem perfect or
imperfect

- Ask students what they
believe a perfect community
looks like

- Answer student questions

- Brainstorm what aspects of
community they see as
perfect or imperfect, what
could be improved or
changed, what could be
added

- Take notes on a piece of
paper

- Narrow down list to things
they want to represent this
using their sculpture

- Ask questions



10:35-11:20 - Allow students time to work
- Play music
- Periodically check in with

students, ask them what they
are including in their utopian
community

- Answer student questions

- Work independently
- Ask questions in the chat or

out loud
- Collaborate with other

students

11:20-11:30 - Ask students to share their
work

- Ask students to clean up
- Explain what students should

expect for next week
- Answer remaining student

questions

- Share work if desired
- Clean up
- Ask any remaining questions

XIII. ENDING THE LESSON

Students will clean up supplies and share their work if desired. Students will have the
opportunity to respond to their classmate’s work. Teacher will review what students have learned
about sculpture made from found objects and recycled materials, as well as the concept of
“utopia”. Students will be encouraged to continue thinking about the idea of a “utopian
community,” and whether they believe if the communities they created could exist in the future.
Students will be told what to expect for the next lesson, and how they will continue exploring the
idea of community through artmaking.

XIV. TRANSITION TO NEXT LESSON

The next lesson will be about creating an advertisement for a community the students would like
to create. Students will have the option to do this on the computer (using the site Canva), or a
digital illustration program. They also have the option to make this advertisement by hand, using
paper, markers, paint, and pens. Students will be introduced to the concept of advertising, and
how artists use advertisements as their medium. They will also learn about pop culture and the
role advertisements play in our society.



RESOURCES

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/utopia

https://weburbanist.com/2009/10/19/12-cardboard-artists-who-think-outside-the-box/

https://architizer.com/blog/practice/details/modernist-utopian-architecture/#:~:text=Some%20uto
pian%20visions%20focused%20on,they%20could%20never%20be%20built.

http://www.pieroatchugarry.com/artists/yuken-teruya#:~:text=Yuken%20Teruya%20is%20a%20
Japanese,constellations%20and%20paper%20forest%20series.

https://saatchigallery.com/artist/yuken_teruya

https://inhabitat.com/eco-art-yuken-teruya-everyday-objects/

https://www.anaserrano.com/

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/utopia
https://weburbanist.com/2009/10/19/12-cardboard-artists-who-think-outside-the-box/
https://architizer.com/blog/practice/details/modernist-utopian-architecture/#:~:text=Some%20utopian%20visions%20focused%20on,they%20could%20never%20be%20built
https://architizer.com/blog/practice/details/modernist-utopian-architecture/#:~:text=Some%20utopian%20visions%20focused%20on,they%20could%20never%20be%20built
http://www.pieroatchugarry.com/artists/yuken-teruya#:~:text=Yuken%20Teruya%20is%20a%20Japanese,constellations%20and%20paper%20forest%20series
http://www.pieroatchugarry.com/artists/yuken-teruya#:~:text=Yuken%20Teruya%20is%20a%20Japanese,constellations%20and%20paper%20forest%20series
https://saatchigallery.com/artist/yuken_teruya
https://inhabitat.com/eco-art-yuken-teruya-everyday-objects/
https://www.anaserrano.com/



