
Julia Edelmann 
UNIT TITLE: Current Event Art OVERVIEW: Students will examine their 

relationship with social media and knowledge 
of current events to create a collage using 
remix or mashup in the format of an 
Instagram post. 

LESSON TITLE: Social Media Collage 

 
 
GRADE 
LEVEL/AGE & 
CLASS SIZE 

SESSION DURATION 
 

RATIONALE 
Why this lesson for these students at this time? 

 
7-8th Grade 
25 student class 

 
 
4 50-minute classes 
 

In 7th & 8th grade, students are 
immersed in social media culture as well 
as visual culture. This is around the age 
they start to become more aware of 
current world events and start 
participating in conversations about 
them. This lesson addresses students’ 
relationship with social media and what 
it means to them, and encourages them to 
think about what issues are important to 
them. 

 
BIG IDEA/THEME 
Students will assess social media as a resource for current events, and navigate how to 
participate in that platform through art-making, using remix,mash-up, and culture 
jamming. 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS (2-3) 
How does social media serve as a form of “current events” or a platform to voice your 
opinion? 
Who engages with social media? If you do, how? 
What issues are important to you? 
How can you rework or combine images to create new meaning? 
 
 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES (3-5) 
Include NCAS or Pennsylvania State standards referenced by level with each objective 

Students will use remix or mashup create a collage that represents an issue that they 
connect to by researching current events 

● VA:Cr1.2.8a  Collaboratively shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present 
day life using a contemporary practice of art and design. 

● VA:Cr2.3.8a Select, organize, and design images and words to make visually clear 
and compelling presentations 
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Students will think about the merit of social media as a platform for activism, and 
how to navigate that space for themselves using imagery 

● VA:Re.7.2.8a Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers 
encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions. 

Students will evaluate how images can be appropriated to create a new meaning 
● VA:Cn11.1.8a Distinguish different ways art is used to represent, establish, 

reinforce, and reflect group identity. 
 
ASSESSMENT 

 

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS 
Outcomes that demonstrate meeting learning 
objectives. Match evaluative criteria to learning 
objectives. 
 
Students will create an image that is turned 
into a fake social media post. The image can be 
a remix or mashup using collage. 

ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENTS 
Specify ways you will gather evidence of 
outcomes (ex. Graphic organizers, discussion, 
artwork, etc) Include both formative and 
summative assessments. 
 
Brainstorm worksheets, artwork, 
discussion 

 
 
 
Teacher Resource Guide: 
(Links and visual references) 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SSR8ooG30dAOFcMCCuMoF1NQZ7JXffD6pm4dQ8
BOJ60/edit?usp=sharing   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SSR8ooG30dAOFcMCCuMoF1NQZ7JXffD6pm4dQ8BOJ60/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SSR8ooG30dAOFcMCCuMoF1NQZ7JXffD6pm4dQ8BOJ60/edit?usp=sharing
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND LEARNING TASKS 

DAY 1 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES EVALUATIVE CRITERIA ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENTS 
 
Students will evaluate 
their relationship with 
social media, and then 
begin to think about 
current issues or topics 
in the media, and how 
they feel about or 
connect to them. 
Students will learn 
about culture jamming 
and mashup/remix 
using worksheets. 
 
 

 
List of reasons and outcomes 
of participation in social 
media, evaluation of current 
events and selection of a 
meaningful topic, completion 
of worksheets 

 
Small group discussions, student 
engagement in resources, 
worksheets. 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
What will you do as a teacher to set conditions for 

student learning?  

LEARNING TASKS 
What activities and behaviors will students 
engage in in response to instructional strategies? 

MOTI-VAT
ION 
 

 
10 minutes  
Students will be introduced to the 
lesson, and the teacher will 
prompt a discussion about social 
media, and how students interact 
with it. Specifically, if students use 
social media to keep up with 
current events or as a platform to 
voice opinions. 
 

 
10 minutes 
Students will talk in small groups with 
their peers about how they use social 
media, and create a list of reasons 
why/how they engage with it, and the 
outcome of that engagement. 
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EXPLOR-
ATION 
 

 
35 minutes 
Introduce different resources 
students can use to learn about 
current events. Encourage 
students to explore these 
resources and select a topic or 
issue they feel connected to and 
prepared to make a statement 
about. Provide 2 worksheets about 
culture jamming and 
remix/mashup. 
 

 
35 minutes 
Students will browse resources and learn 
about different current events. They will 
then select the topic or issue they feel the 
most connected to and think about the 
statement they want to make about that 
particular topic. They will complete the art 
worksheets and learn about social 
activism art. 

REVIEW 
AND 
REFLECT 
 

 
5 minutes 
Ask students what topic or issue 
they are thinking about pursuing 
and to tell them to start collecting 
materials (old magazines, 
newspapers, printed images, etc.). 

 
5 minutes 
Students will begin thinking about how 
they want to present their topic or issue 
using collage, and what images they need 
to be able to do this successfully. 

 
Modifications/learner accommodations: 

● Making sure to steer clear of sensitive or inappropriate topics 
 
Instructional support materials: 

● Worksheets  
● Computer, digital list of resources for learning about current events 

○ https://time.com/ 
○ https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/ 
○ https://classtechtips.com/2017/12/19/teaching-news-current-events-webs

ites/ 
Supplies: 

● Paper, pencils, student computers or computer lab 
 
Safety procedures: 

● None 
 
Classroom prep: 

● Create a list of resources, classroom setup with tables for small group discussion. 

https://time.com/
https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/
https://classtechtips.com/2017/12/19/teaching-news-current-events-websites/
https://classtechtips.com/2017/12/19/teaching-news-current-events-websites/
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND LEARNING TASKS 
DAY 2 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES EVALUATIVE CRITERIA ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENTS 
 
Understanding how to 
remix visual culture to 
give something new 
meaning - creating a 
collage to represent a 
topic students are 
passionate about. 
Students will also learn 
about artists and 
activists who use social 
media as their platform. 
 

 
Students will choose one 
issue to focus on, and use 
multiple print sources to 
create a collage that 
represents this topic and 
their relationship to it/their 
view on it.  
 

 
Students will have a clear 
direction to move forward, 
student engagement in video 
content 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
What will you do as a teacher to set conditions for 

student learning?  

LEARNING TASKS 
What activities and behaviors will students 
engage in in response to instructional strategies? 

MOTI-VAT
ION 
 

 
10 minutes 
Review remix and mashup by 
going over the worksheets from 
the previous class. Watch a video 
about Instagram as a platform for 
artists. Provide students with 
collage materials. 

 
10 minutes 
Students will begin class by thinking about 
social activism art and its presence in 
social media. They will then explore what 
materials they are going to use to create 
their collage. 
 
 
 
 

EXPLOR-
ATION 
 

 
30 minutes 
Give students freedom to put 
together their collage. Roam the 
room and ask students questions 
about aesthetic choices or why 
they chose a particular topic. 

 
30 minutes 
Students will make aesthetic choices as 
they assemble their collage. They will be 
thinking about the topic they chose and 
how to represent their relationship to it 
using images and media. 
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REVIEW 
AND 
REFLECT 
 

 
10 minutes 
Ask students to monitor and 
reflect on their progress, and if 
there is anything they think is 
missing in their artwork 

 
10 minutes 
Students will decide if they need any 
additional materials or if there is 
something they would like to change 
about their collage 

 
Modifications/learner accommodations: 

● Making sure to steer clear of sensitive or inappropriate topics 
● Helping students who may have difficulty using materials 

 
Instructional support materials: 

● Worksheets, video 
● Instagram template (provided) can be altered in size. Depending on the size the 

teacher wants to offer, encourage students to create a standard size art work that 
will fit in the template. 

 
Supplies: 

● Magazines, newspapers, printed images, scissors, glue, paper 
 
Safety procedures: 

● Making sure that students are being safe with scissors and acting appropriately  
 
Classroom prep: 

● Designate a supply table for all of the images being provided and other materials, 
projector to show video 

 

DAY 3 WOULD ACT AS A WORK DAY. 
STUDENTS WILL CONTINUE WORKING ON 

THEIR COLLAGES AND THE TEACHER 
WILL BE AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE 

GUIDANCE AND ANSWER QUESTIONS. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND LEARNING TASKS 
DAY 4 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES EVALUATIVE CRITERIA ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENTS 
 
Students will format 
their collages as an 
Instagram post, describe 
their artwork, and learn 
about their peers 
reactions to their work. 
 

 
Students will interact with 
their peers and ask 
questions about each others’ 
work, and think about how 
to make a statement about 
their own work. Students 
will have a finished collage 
formatted as an Instagram 
post complete with a 
caption, and 3 comments 
provided by their peers. 
 

 
Observation of student 
interaction and conversation, 
observing students are on task 
in finishing their projects. 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
What will you do as a teacher to set conditions for 

student learning?  

LEARNING TASKS 
What activities and behaviors will students 
engage in in response to instructional strategies? 

MOTI-VAT
ION 
 

 
10 minutes 
Explain the last steps of the 
project. Provide students with the 
Instagram template, ask them to 
create a caption for their “post” 
that provides some sort of context 
for their collage or explains their 
stance on the topic they chose.  
 

 
10 minutes 
Students will format their collage as an 
Instagram post and create a caption for 
their artwork, thinking about how to 
explain their collage in a concise 
statement. 
 
 

EXPLOR-
ATION 
 

 
30 minutes 
Give students post-it notes, and 
have them place their Instagram 
post at their seat. Allow students 
to walk around and “comment” on 
others’ work by writing a 
comment on a post-it note and 
sticking it next to their peers’ 

 
30 minutes 
Students will engage with their peers' 
topics and collages and make their own 
statements about other issues that are 
important to their classmates. They can 
talk to each other and understand why 
they chose that topic, and also get 
feedback on their own topic. 
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Instagram post. Each post must 
have at least 3 peer comments. 
 

REVIEW 
AND 
REFLECT 
 

 
10 minutes 
Ask students to review and record 
their peers’ comments in the 
comments section of the 
Instagram template. 

 
10 minutes 
Students will then write down their peers 
comments and reflect on how their peers’ 
opinions add to their work. 

 
Modifications/learner accommodations: 

● Making sure that everyone is treating others fairly and with kindness, so that no 
students are left out or have less comments than other students. 

● Helping students who might be shy or not able to communicate with their peers, 
assisting them so that they can get their classmate’s opinions on their work. 

 
Instructional support materials: 

● None  
 
Supplies: 

● Instagram template, scissors, glue, post-it notes, pens or pencils 
 
Safety procedures: 

● Making sure that students are being safe with scissors and acting appropriately  
 
Classroom prep: 

● Print out Instagram templates beforehand  


